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To commemorate Pope Paul s upcoming beatification, The Word Among Us Press has republished

this edition of Evangelii Nuntiandi, which includes a foreword by Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop

of Washington, as well as a study guide for reflection and discussion. Written by Pope Paul VI in

1975, Evangelii Nuntiandi has lost none of its force and brilliance over the past forty years. Pope

Francis has called the exhortation to my mind, the greatest pastoral document that has ever been

written to this day. Quoted extensively, especially by subsequent popes, On Evangelization in the

Modern World has served as a guiding document for the work of the New Evangelization in the

Church today.
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I read and admired this encyclical years ago....but today it is more relevant than ever. We need to

study it and help others to know and understand the great Commission that has been given to

us...to go out and share our faith. It is the text book for Parish Evangelisation Cells.

40 years since it was first published, but Pope Paul VI's encyclical is as timely as ever about how

we are to evangelize in our culture.

Evangelii Nuntiandi was written in 1975, close to the end of Pope Paul VI's fifteen year reign. This

apostolic exhortation was directed at every Christian and affirmed the need to spread the Gospel to



all men, women, and children. The exhortation is divided into seven sections with emphasis on

different aspects of evangelization including content, methods, workers, beneficiaries, etc. In the

book, with the same name, released by The Word Among Us Press, there is a brief study guide at

the end with questions for both reflection and application. Since this is a manual of sorts for those

embracing the New Evangelization, the study guide is extremely helpful for individual use or study

within a small group/parish session.This brief exhortation is nearing its 40th anniversary, but it has

lost none of its truth and still packs a punch. I plan to make time to read this book again, a bit slower

and a bit more carefully as I work through the study questions. I believe it will prove useful at the

local level of the Church and can help us reach non-Catholics, lapsed Catholics, and also increase

the understanding and faith of Catholics in good standing. So if you are interested in the New

Evangelization, I'd pick up this book and pair it with Pope Francis' The Joy of the Gospel.
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